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ABSTRACT 

The early years of child's life characterized by special sensitivity and importance, it's 

sensitive because the development and learning take place more rapidly and is important 

because the experiences of this time is the base for subsequent learnings especially primitive 

school . Therefore the objective of this study is comparative examination of preschool 

curriculum patterns of USA, Italy and Canada for presenting an appropriate pattern for Iran 

preschool education. this research is descriptive and comparative and the researcher responds 

to research's questions by relying related documents and papers related to preschool 

curriculum pattern in the studied counties through exploring in dissertations, and websites 

related to education ministry of studied countries and by referring to document of Iran 

preschool subject on the basis of George Brady comparative study method. Thus using the 

Friedman test the impact of research variables on the whole of model is identified. The 

statistical society of this study is the preschool curriculum of studied countries and statistical 

sample is scope patterns and street back from USA. Ontario from Canada. Reggio Emilia and 

Montessori from Italy. Iran preschool curriculum and in assessment of proposed pattern of 

experts in the field of curriculum and institutional section of Iran education ministry. The 

results suggest that difference between curriculums of selected countries with Iran is more 

than their common aspects. This refers to difference in ecological, cultural and social texture 

of these countries or to integrated patterns in the field of preschool curriculum or both of 

them that examination of reasons of differences requires subsequent researches. Regarding to 
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this study, the researcher has suggested a conceptual pattern of preschool education and 

finally examined the pattern by Delphi method from viewpoint of experts. It seems that 

implementing the pattern of this research as solutions for improving curriculum can entail 

useful and advantageous outcomes.  

Keywords: preschool education, curriculum and pattern 

INTRODUCTION 

One of the most important components in 

the progress and development of any 

society is definitely the education system. 

The experience has shown that the 

education situation and quality in different 

countries is influential in terms of 

development or deterioration of any 

country during its historical life. The 

developed society is characterized 

definitely by modern and developed 

educational system and this developed 

system undeniably influences on different 

political, economic, cultural, social and 

especially spiritual dimensions [1]. From 

other side preschool education and caring 

in childhood early years sustained great 

changes at recent decades. One can say that 

current children's education is 

tremendously different from what there was 

in the past as well as viewpoints about their 

capabilities and abilities. For the same 

reason familiarizing educators and teachers 

with opinions of academics and educative 

concepts is becoming highly important 

during these years [2].  

Education in childhood early ages is 

addressed and interested by broad range of 

educational expert, psychologists, 

philosophers and physiology and biology 

experts and finally many people of various 

profession. A lot of experts know the 

preschool as the most fruitful years for 

learning and education and believe that 

minor child can learn very faster than elder 

children and the early mental absorptions 

are so firm that it would not continue 

during subsequent years [3].  

During recent years conducted researches 

shows the impact of rich curriculum and 

desirable educational planning for various 

age groups within children in this period. 

So they can acquire further achievement in 

subsequent years [4].  

In regions in which people are multilingual, 

it is necessary that children receive the 

relative preparation for official langue 

within preschool period so that they would 

not sustain educational failure at primitive 

school [5]. Though preschool education can 

be found as a relatively permanent and 

repeated variable in majority of related 

studies, some construct as dependent 

variable that are prone to be affected by 

spending preschool are explored and 
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measured and they characterized by high 

diversity and resulted in some studies with 

relatively different nature [6]. Therefore 

preschool education is highly vital for 

children's development and it should be 

addressed systematically. One of most 

important influential individuals in this 

system is the parents that their viewpoints 

can have pivotal impact on preschool 

education achievement [7].  

Nowadays the necessity of preschool 

education is considered more than ever. 

Ever-increasing demand of preschool 

education, working parents' needs and 

society requirement reveals the necessity of 

providing an appropriate and rich 

curriculum. The conducted researches 

shows the impact of appropriate curriculum 

for children and the most important is that 

results of researches confirm and suggest 

the need of higher and further investment 

for better education and richer curriculums 

for children's additional achievement in 

educational years after spending preschool 

education [8].  

Learning and development of child take 

place as a set and a whole and all aspects of 

development are related to each other and 

takes place at the same time. None of 

development areas takes place separately, 

but each one influence on another. For the 

same reason some specific basics and 

principles are governing on preschool 

curriculum design that is discussed as 

follow: 

[9] States that the preschool curriculum 

should be regulated regarding children's 

characteristics and needs and it should have 

a determined and specified limitation so 

that can answer these questions: 

- Which materials should be taught at 

classroom? (textbook content) 

- Which are the most important and 

influential teaching strategies? ( methods) 

- How is the effective relation and manner of 

dealing with parent(personnel) 

- Which objectives should Curriculum of this 

time be designed for? ( objectives) 

- Based on which order, and procedure the 

curriculum content should be regulated? 

(Content organizing).  

In this respect, study of scientific and 

practical experience of countries that have 

had appropriate and positive measures and 

situation is useful and effective, but using 

others' experience is useful when the 

national concepts and ideals would not be 

forgotten, thus the current research with 

comparative study of curriculum patterns of 

some selected countries in terms of 

principles governing the design and 

regulating essential components of 

curriculum as well as study of Iran 

preschool curriculums attempts to present a 

curriculum pattern for Iran preschool 

education that clarifies elements and 
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components of preschool curriculum. Thus 

the main objective of current paper is study 

and examination of curriculum pattern of 

preschool centers in selected countries 

(Italy, Canada and USA) in term of 

essential and underlying components of 

curriculum and at second stage presenting a 

pattern for preschool education in Iran.  

THEORETICAL LITERATURE 

The educations that is presented before 

entering primitive school to children with 

three to six years old is known as preschool 

education. Examining opinion of 

educational psychologist in the field of 

child's training and development in the 

preschool period is as following.  

Preschool education was established by 

Friedrich Froebel, the father of preschool 

education in 1838. This famous German 

educator founded the first kindergarten in 

small town in the Germany and thereby he 

established the base of preschool education. 

Froebel believed that the child is an active 

creature since beginning and its body 

developed before its mind. He had 

understood the education should be 

established on this basis. Froebel stated that 

for a real and useful education all senses, 

especially hearing and vision senses should 

be trained. A lot of children become 

reluctant to education because they are not 

aware from their surroundings beauties and 

don't play creatively [10].  

Rousseau emphasized for education in 

childhood especially until 6 years old and 

its impact on the subsequent life, he is a 

supporter of negative training, i.e. the child 

should be freed from any kind of educative 

constraint and the natural discipline is 

sufficient [10]. Rousseau suggests an 

education that should be public so that 

anybody can use it and the objective of 

such organization is preparing people for 

their life and to provide an environment 

that addresses training of the students' 

senses and familiarizes them with the 

nature (plants and animals) and offers the 

education as an action to the student to 

develop a deeper understanding in the 

learner. The education should be based on 

empirical psychology and specifically 

should understand psychological properties 

of childhood so that a better and more 

effective training take place. The teacher 

should educate natural sciences to students 

and the learner should encourage itself to 

study and discover events. The teacher 

should use teaching methods of observation 

and experience at early stages of education 

and should not command students but 

should be as a guide and friend [11].  

Also educational method based on Piaget 

focuses on heuristic learning. At heuristic 

learning method the teachers provides 

students a set of various activities instead 

of offering them prepared knowledge and 
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verbal explanation for them so that the 

students can explore and know things by 

their help. Though emphasis of Piaget is on 

heuristic learning and individual education 

but different action of the child with other 

children is addressed as well.  

Vygotsky believes that the child's cognitive 

development is depending generally to 

people who live in its life. Its knowledge, 

ideas, attitudes and individual values form 

under interaction with others [12].  

Also Bruner believed that one should notice 

that educating any matter to any individual 

requires one of three systems. For 

determining which system is more 

appropriate for education a matter to a 

certain person it is required to acquire 

information from learner's previous 

knowledge and especially to the thinking 

manner that it prefers. Generally Bruner 

has suggested that the teacher should 

presents its education by every three 

thinking modes of practical, imaginary and 

symbolist manner as much as possible [12]. 

The preschool education is a sensitive 

period in terms of physical, intellectual, 

mental and linguistic aspect for children. 

Therefore it is necessary that curriculum of 

this period be characterized by richness and 

dynamics and the necessary importance 

should be given to this curriculum [13]. At 

recent decades enrollment children at 

preschool courses had ever-increasing rise 

at majority of world countries. This ever-

increasing growth is the natural result of 

emphasize of educational experts on 

positive impact of such curriculums on 

social, cognitive and educational programs 

[14]. Altogether educational expert believe 

that the education should be started from 

childhood.  

RESEARCH METHOD 

This research is a comparative survey and 

is based on comparative analysis and is 

based on one of the most prominent 

comparative educational researcher known 

as George Z. F. Bereday.  

Required information for responding to 

questions was gathered through evidences, 

documents and expert's opinions and study 

of researchers, usage of internet and offered 

papers in the conferences, internal and 

external indexes and journals and referring 

to research and planning organization, 

research center of education, supreme 

council of education, preschool education 

group and presented global patterns 

through websites of studied countries. The 

studied sample has been proposed 

preschool pattern in USA, Italy and 

Canada. Obtained information was 

analyzed based on Bereday's technic. The 

experts' opinions about presented patterns 

are collected through Delphi questionnaire 

and the impact of reseach variables in the 

whole of the model is identified by 
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Friedman's test and the validating of the 

model is taken place. 

RESEARCH FINDINGS 

Question I: from which components and 

elements are consisted the preschool 

curriculum in the USA (bank street and 

high scope patterns), Canada (Ontario 

pattern) Italy (Reggio Emilia and 

Montessori pattern) and Iran? 

According to research findings, the 

elements of preschool curriculum in Iran 

and selected countries are compared in the 

following table: 

Table 1- elements of Iran preschool curriculum and selected countries 
Iran Canada Italia USA USA 

Ontario pattern Reggio Emilia 
pattern 

Montessori Bank street High scope 

1- Princip
les 

2- Objecti
ves 

3- Differe
nt and 

ambiguous 
content 

4- Ambiguous 
assessment 

5- Personnel 
(selecting 

purposeless 
personnel 

1- Objectives 
2- Content and 

its 
3- Method 

4- Learning 
environment 

5- Assessment 
6- Personnel 

 

1- Objectives 
2- Content and its 

3- Method 
4- Learning 

environment 
5- Assessment 

 

1- Objectives 
2- Content 

and 
organizing 

it 
3- Method 

4- Learning 
environme

nt 
5- Assessment 
6- personnel 

1- Objectives 
2- Content 

and its 
3- Method 

4- Learning 
environme

nt 
5- Assessment 
6- personnel 

1- Objectives 
2- Content and 

its 
3- Method 

4- Learning 
environment 

5- Assessment 
6- personnel 

 

From table (1) one can find out that all 

patterns address elements such as objective, 

content and learning resources, methods, 

learning environment, assessment and 

personnel. Since in the Iran curriculum in 

all grades the curriculum system is 

concentrated, but there is no integrated and 

arranged curriculum. In this curriculum just 

principle and objectives are specified in a 

particular manner but there is particular 

disturbance and disorder in the Iran 

preschool curriculum about content, 

assessment and especially personal's 

education. Curriculum elements are less 

than prevalent suggested patterns in term of 

number and quantity and there is no 

integration in content, content organization, 

techniques, assessment and personnel's 

education. But there are all six elements 

(objectives, content and its organization, 

methods, learning environment, assessment 

and close look to personnel) in global 

patterns. There are diversity of methods, 

content and assessment within selected 

counties patterns and all these elements 

derive form one theoretic and philosophy 

basis. In Iran there is no logic about these 

components and educators act by their own 

taste.  
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In Iran preschool curriculum component of 

methods, learning environment and 

personnel education is addressed indirectly 

and as it is mentioned before scientific and 

theoretic basis is not observed. While 

within Italy, Canada and USA pattern 

seven proposed component are directly and 

clearly addressed and this results in the fact 

that managers and teachers and educators 

of preschool education proceed with an 

arranged curriculum but flexibility is found 

in the methods and assessments. In Iran 

curriculum this coordination in curriculum 

component is not observed.  

2- Which objectives have the preschools 

curriculum patterns in selected 

countries? 

The most important objectives in the 

studied pattern include: developing a 

multicultural educational environment and 

respect to various believes, fostering self-

confidence, sense of collaboration, 

interaction and responsibility, ability to 

problem solving and analytical and creative 

thinking, learning social, heuristic and 

exploratory skills, supporting sense of 

curiosity and enthusiasm for learning, 

fostering sense of self-awareness on the 

basis of experiencing, attention to children's 

interests, independence of thought, 

computer and media knowledge and 

individual discipline. In this manner 

selected patterns objectives address the 

child development in all physical-motional, 

intellectual, linguistic, emotional and 

ethical areas and believes in holistic 

development of the child.   

3- Which resources and contents are 

recommended in preschool curriculum 

patterns of selected countries? 

Within selected patterns the content 

encompasses following principles: it should 

stimulate child's learning and natural 

curiosity about itself and its surrounding 

world and pay attention to developmental 

differences among children, physical-

motional, emotional and individual-socials 

skills developments and acquiring 

experiences and active participation, 

listening and training the senses. Generally 

the recommended content includes: social 

investigations (history, cultural 

anthropology, and geography), music, 

literature, language and literacy, physical 

education, art and creative drama, 

mathematic, technology and science. 

Some principles governing on content 

selection and presentation, the relation of 

content with the objective is tendency and 

power of addressee, time and usefulness. 

Examining the content component within 

patterns shows that the accordance of 

objectives and usefulness, organized and 

selected content and the content follows 

some particular principles and logics. In 

such manner that for the objective of 
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fostering curiosity and analytical and 

creative thinking the mathematic matter 

(space, number, time and etc.) is considered 

within curriculum content. Similarly child's 

interests and addressing to its needs 

according to child's developmental stage 

plays a pivotal role in selection of the 

content.  

 4- Which teaching methods is used in 

preschool curriculum pattern of selected 

country ?  

by examining patterns teaching methods 

these points can be extracted, every 

pattern uses different teaching methods 

proportionated to objectives and contents 

and there is no sign of traditional and non-

active and merely teacher-centered methods 

of teaching and all of them seek to develop 

experiences in the child in such manner that 

in the Montessori classroom the teacher has 

insignificant intervention and is relying on 

simple observation principle, so as the 

learning takes place through direct 

experiences, investigation and detection. 

The second point is the recommended 

methods are all considered as the active 

method of learning and depending to 

content type the teacher uses at classroom. 

The teacher involves the children with 

learnable materials and teaches them how 

to know, not just suffice to transferring 

knowledge and information. Active 

teaching methods leads in the learning 

penetrates to the child's soul and they not 

only would not forget their findings and 

detection easily but they adopt them 

practically in their everyday life. The well-

organized child in this classroom is the 

child that act actively and interact with its 

surroundings and talks about different 

matters with others, and is not silent and 

listener to teacher's lecture. In sum, the 

most important teaching methods used in 

the selected curriculum patterns includes: 

direct sensational experience, exploration 

and problem solving, collective expedition, 

dramatic plays, observation and painting, 

active learning, dialog and collaboration, 

purposeful project, individual method and 

play (self-teaching). 

5-which learning environment is 

recommended within selected countries 

preschool curriculum pattern? 

The environment and its equipment within 

studied patterns encourages the children to 

observation, exploration and the experience 

and in the mentioned patterns these 

following principles are recommended for 

the environment of education: 

Flexibility, mobility of some parts of 

environments, diverse and washable 

materials and tools with cheerful and bright 

colorings with adequate organization that 

are observable and accessible for children, 

equipped with multimedia tools, an open 

space appropriate for active plays, music 
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room, sport salon, library and art workshop, 

a space for conference of children, rooms 

with large windows and sunroof and walls 

with bright colors and presence of green 

plants at classrooms and chairs and tables 

appropriate for children. One of very 

effective factors in the learning is the 

environment and its component. In such 

manner that with the Ontario pattern the 

environment is mentioned as the third 

teacher. As it is discussed before, the 

studies patterns emphasizes on the 

environment and prescribes some particular 

principles for it and pay attention to even 

finest features and traits of environment 

equipment. This attention to observing 

features such as appropriate light, 

appropriate coloring proportionated with 

child's age and a happy and exciting space 

produces an astonishing change in 

children's learning. Colors in the 

environment have a pivotal role for 

children's learning like a teacher and these 

pattern addressed it totally in particular. 

6- How is assessment methods in 

selected countries preschool 

curriculum? 

Within selected patterns the assessment is a 

continuous and permanent process and its 

results can be used in changing classroom 

curriculum. assessment is an important part 

of education at preschool period and one 

emphasize on assessment of child, teacher, 

and other personnel and management 

methods and various methods such as 

teacher-made checklists, direct experience, 

descriptive and purposeful daily notes, 

children's viewpoints progress profile, 

opinions of other teachers, documentation 

(registering, photographic, …) are 

recommended for assessment of various 

indexes. Assessment indexes of these 

patterns are activities and participation 

level and adaptability, conversations, 

interests, development stages, 

complemented productions and children's 

play. In other term the teacher describes the 

conditions of children in the indexes by 

assessment methods and afterward the 

collected information is analyzed and the 

family uses this data for child's learning 

progress and evolution. The examination 

have revealed that the assessment in these 

patterns is not in fact children's 

examination and ranking and reporting to 

parents and the assessment takes place in 

various dimensions and presents a general 

image from the child and other factors. 

Teachers and managers adjust the activities 

and apply required alterations by using 

these results. Using these diverse methods 

within child's assessment suggests that all 

assessment indexes cannot be described in 

a same way and the second point is that the 

trust to correctness of obtained information 

is increased in this manner. 
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7- How is attitude of selected 

countries curriculum pattern to 

the role and situation of preschool 

personnel? 

Selected patterns assume clear and 

determined role and situation for personnel 

especially teachers, and familiarity with 

objective and with other pattern 

components are shown as the necessary 

condition for teacher for playing their 

productive role in design and 

implementation of curriculum, producing 

appropriate learning experience, and 

organizing a motivating learning 

environment and etc. Another point is that 

the teachers are known as learners' guide. 

In opinion of designers of curriculum the 

implementation of curriculum guaranties 

realization of educational objectives. Also 

educational objectives cannot be met 

usually completely and a lot of factors 

obstruct and intervene in this regard, but 

the main performer of curriculum is the 

teacher. As awareness of teacher form 

objectives, content and methods of 

curriculum become greater and more 

comprehensive the teacher can be more 

characterized by scientific and educative 

competence for teaching the desired course, 

and the possibility of reaching to the 

objective is greater. On this basis within 

selected pattern, particularly in the bank 

street pattern in a supreme college the 

specialized trainer of preschool education 

as trainer or the working teacher is 

subjected to different special course for 

familiarity with objectives, methods and 

content of the pattern. for example the high 

scope patterns urges the educators for 

providing the possibility for familiarity 

with all new personnel, consultant and etc. 

with objective and principles of high school 

and its curriculum implementation 

methods.  

These patterns put the family beside the 

teachers and educators and emphasize on 

their contribution in implementing and 

assessing the curriculum and prescribe the 

close relation of parents with preschools 

center and this describes the attitudes of 

these parents toward the prominent role of 

parents in child's education. 

8- Regarding the global experience, 

and existing circumstances in the 

country, which components and 

elements should be included in 

the proposed curriculum pattern 

preschool period in the Islamic 

republic of Iran? 

After study and examination of research 

review (the concept of curriculum and its 

essential components, history of preschool 

period in the world and Iran, examining 

opinions of children experts, prominent 

universal pattern in the area of preschool 

education). At first pattern basics 
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(doctrinal, philosophical, scientific and 

physiological) is examined, then based 

upon presented basics, examining superior 

documents, features and current condition 

at country and findings arising from 

international experience examination, and 

proposed conceptual pattern of preschool 

curriculum of Iran is constructed 

DISCUSSION AND CONCLUSION 

Regarding findings obtained from this 

research and by putting together obtained 

topics for each one of components 

including scientific, philosophic basics, 

objectives, and content and organizing it, 

learning environment, educational method, 

assessment and personal, the design of 

preschool curriculum proposed design has 

taken place. 

This pattern can be adopted in engineering 

curriculum and organizing new preschool 

educational system by opening a new, clear 

and holistic point of view for learner, 

teacher, learning environment, process and 

objectives that are addressed by all 

components of system, in such manner that 

productive and essential changes can 

emerged for a world that is proceeding 

toward greater science, technology and 

modern communication achievement 

especially for children. 

Regarding obtained finding from this 

research and adjusting it with conducted 

research results and by opinion of expert of 

preschool field, it is necessary to bring 

about a curriculum for learners that helps 

them to actualize themselves with high 

motivation and achievement in the path to 

natural learning.  

Therefore it seems the implementation of 

presented pattern that is outcome of 

research effort and examining experience 

of successful countries, in the form of 

curriculum improvement strategies entails 

useful and advantageous outcomes. 

Regarding research findings it is expected 

that experts of preschool curriculum of Iran 

use following results and suggestions 

properly: 

- One of the most important objective 

of preschool education within 

selected countries was developing 

heuristic skills, and reasoning and 

individual independence, 

meanwhile acquiring literacy skills 

for primitive school is less 

important within objectives. But 

unfortunately the objective of 

preschool center in Iran after 

maintaining them and looking after 

them is enhancing their knowledge, 

but the development of creative 

thinking and heuristic skills and 

emotional and social development is 

margined. Thus, according to 

national curriculum and underlying 

transformation document, one 
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should pay attention to curriculum 

goal setting, flourishing good-will, 

and attention two six components of 

education (national curriculum, 

p15) and similarly, one should 

avoid superficiality and mere 

attention to memory banking.  

- The educational content in the 

selected countries is related to areas 

associated to practical life, 

sensational, cultural, mathematical, 

and scientific subjects especially 

personal, social and artistic 

development, but unfortunately in 

Iran the integrated content in 

preschool education is not related to 

practical areas of life and fails to 

consider holistic development of 

child and the common content is 

more important for teacher than the 

method [10]. Opportunities and 

activities are not free and merely 

filling children's extra daily times is 

important for teacher. 

- One of most important differences 

between selected countries and Iran 

is the manner of education in 

preschool centers. In selected 

countries the proposed patterns of 

those countries is the confirmed 

method by this research i.e. play, 

making things, discovery and self-

teaching together with freedom of 

action but the used method in Iran 

preschool centers is affected by 

behaviorism attitude and the 

heuristic method has no clear place 

in it. The learning is carried out 

rather through stress on practice and 

repetition for accumulating the 

knowledge and there is no emphasis 

on involvement and active 

challenge of child during learning 

process. 

- Within selected countries, the 

personnel should spend the 

necessary educational courses, and 

get familiar with children's needs at 

developmental stages. The scientific 

collaboration should be established 

between personnel and should 

contribute in management and even 

parents can take part in issues. 

While a lot of Iranian teacher at 

preschool schools either didn't 

spend training course during 

preschool working, or have 

participated in training course of 2 

or 3 days duration. Many teachers 

merely by having high school 

diploma or maximum by having 

experience in preschool centers are 

working. Meanwhile the teachers 

and managers that have preschool 

education qualification are very 

rare. 
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Application and practical 

suggestions: 

Based on findings from this research 

some practical and applicable 

suggestions are made as follows: 

1- As it has been specified by 

analyzing the existing Iran 

curriculum the dominant orientation 

of preschool education in Iran is 

memorizing and the most concern is 

looking after children, it is 

necessary to revise the preschool 

curriculum for realizing objectives 

for student's holistic development 

and elevation. 

2- Regarding the present proposed 

pattern, the education ministry and 

educational curriculum organization 

are suggested to revise the 

preschool curriculum and attempts 

to complete and enhance it. The 

components posed in the objectives, 

content, and education methods, 

learning environment, personnel 

and proposed assessment should be 

considered in the preschool 

curriculum.  

3- Regarding the obtained results from 

current study and presented 

conceptual patterns it is suggested 

that the supreme council of 

education revised entirely the 

preschool statute.  

4- As it has been clarified, in Iran there 

is not still a serious emphasis on 

cognitive dimension and attention to 

activity, play and heuristic attitude, 

on this basis the curriculum 

designers should undertake a 

common look at cognitive, 

emotional and performance 

dimension for holistic development 

of learners' personality. 

5- It is proposed that existing 

component in the proposed pattern 

provide a questionnaire and based 

on this questionnaire the preschool 

center of the country appraised and 

evaluated. 
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